
Measles Reporting Requirements  

Immediately reportable condition
Clinically compatible signs and symptoms?
Isolate
– mask patient
– private room; preferably airborne isolation

Contact Your Local Health Department
www.tn.gov/health 
healthy.arkansas.gov
msdh.ms.gov

Collect
If testing approved:

NO

Is it Measles? You can easily access our guidelines and other infectious  
disease guidance via mobile or desktop through Firstline. 
Access it today at  
www.firstline.org/le-bonheur-childrens-hospital. 

Measles IgM:
• Whole blood in Serum
• Separator Tube (SST) or Serum in sterile, plastic, screw-capped vial
• At least 2 mL preferred

Measles PCR:
• Throat or NP swab
• Synthetic tip swab
• Store in Viral Transport Medium (VTM)

Symptoms:
nn Fever*
nn Generalized, maculopapular rash 
nn Cough*

Start Here

Measles unlikely. If vesicular rash, 
consider varicella or alternative 

cause of rash.

Immediately isolate the patient  
and contact your local health  
department to discuss testing  
options. Collect specimens for  

measles PCR and IgM if approved.

NO

NO

Measles clinical?
nn Fever and rash
       AND
nn Cough, runny nose  
     OR conjunctivitis

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES

Epidemiologic risk for measles in the 21 days before rash?
ANY of the following:
nn International travel in last 21 days
nn Domestic travel in last 21 days to an area with known  
     measles transmission
nn Known exposure to measles

Measles unlikely.
If measles still suspected, 
contact your local health 

department for guidance.

Likely a reaction to
MMR vaccination

Measles uncommon among people 
with age-appropriate vaccination. 

Measles can occur among vaccinated 
people, but generally during intense 

exposure (e.g., daycare or  
household exposure).

If measles suspected based on clinical 
presentation or severity of illness, 

contact your local health  
department for guidance.

YESReceived MMR 
vaccine in the last 

21 days?

YES

Prior measles vaccination?
nn Age <6 years: 1 dose MMR*
nn Age >6 years: 2+ doses MMR

*or other measles-containing vaccine

Source: Shelby County Health Department




